Corvair Chatter
Quick Facts

Message From the Club President

NEXT MEETING
May 24, 2017 at 6pm
Denny’s Restaurant
6215 Sunrise Blvd.
Citrus Heights, CA 95610
(Corner of Greenback & Sunrise)

Features

The Spring Fling was held in Sutter Creek, CA on April 21st through
April 23rd with beautiful cool weather throughout the events. Friday
was our spaghetti dinner and guest speakers; Seth Emerson and
Greg Vargas.
On Saturday we had 30 cars registered and 28 were in place for
display and judging. Along with the cars were 4 vendors selling parts,
2 representatives from MADD – our sponsor and our caterer. And we
had over 100 raffle prizes, 2 custom quilts that were auctioned off
and our 50/50 drawing.
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That evening, we had our banquet at the Sutter Creek Community
Center with entertainment from Vairnac the Magnificent. The
following day was a wine tour to Bella Piazza for a free pasta buffet
and discounted wine for those who wanted to purchase a bottle with
lunch. During our lunch, the group noticed people stopping by to see
our Corvairs, take pictures, and later, talk to the owners about their
cars.

Firing Order

Now it’s time to look forward to the summer’s car shows for the club
to participate in as a group. I’ve asked Carl Funk to take the lead in
this task and he will be contacting you via telephone to ask for your
individual support. In May, there is the Auburn Cruise Night on
Friday, May 12th and the Strawberry Classic Car Cruise on May 13th.
In June, there is the Rods & Relics car show on June 3rd and we
were asked to attend by their president, who saw us at the Casa
Robles High School show. The following week, June 9th is Auburn
Cruise Night, and June 10th is the Knights of Columbus car show in
Jackson, CA. VairFest 2017 in Arroyo Grande, CA on June 23rd thru
June 25th. I’ll be attending this one and would like to see a few more
CCRC members join me. So take a look at the list of shows on Page
2 of the Corvair Chatter and when Carl calls, please let him know
which ones you would like to attend. As a reminder, July 16th is our
show at the California State Fair.
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Finding Us
Website;
www.northern-california-corvairs.com
Facebook; Classic Corvairs of River City

One last note. Geoff Haeger, our Secretary, has resigned his post to
focus spending more time with his family. Therefore, I’m looking for a
volunteer to take Geoff’s place for the remainder of his term. Contact
me if you are interested.
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Latest CCRC News
Car Shows for 2017
May
May 12th – Auburn Cruise Night. CCRC has attended this monthly Friday night event with Carl Funk leading
the way.
May 13th – Strawberry Classic Car Cruise. Fee is $10 and includes a free breakfast. Parking is from 8am to 9am.
Judging is 9am to noon and awards at 12:30pm. The show will be at; Placer County Fairgrounds,
800 All American City Blvd., Roseville, CA 95678

June
June 3rd – Rod and Relics car club is holding there car show in Lincoln, CA. Classic Corvairs of River City
received a special invitation from their club president at the Casa Robles HS show in March. If
CCRC can provide enough cars, the Rods and Relics will block out an area for ALL the Corviars.
Registration is $20 before by May 15th or $25 after May 15th plus $15 for a T-shirt. The location is;
Historic Downtown Lincoln, Lincoln, CA 95648. Registration starts at 7am – 9:30am and awards
at 2:30pm.
June 4th - Barn Party at Christy Barden’s home. The pot luck event starts at 1pm with music starting at 2pm
and ends at 5pm. The address is; 10141 Cedarsong Road, Nevada City, CA
June 9th - Auburn Cruise Night. CCRC has attended this monthly Friday night event with Carl Funk leading
the way.
June 10th – Knights of Columbus car show in Jackson, CA. Registration is $25 before the show and $30 at
the show. The location is; St. Katherine Drexel Parrish Center, 11361 Prospect Drive, Jackson, CA

June 23rd – 24th Vairfest 2017 will be held in Arroyo Grande, Mike Thomas will be at the Spring Fling with flyers.
I’ve signed up and will be towing my Corvair to the show and it would be great to have some
CCRC members join me in Central CA.
June 27th – July 1st – CORSA International Convention in Independence, MO at the Harry Truman Library.

July
July 4th -

Cru-Zin Car Show presented by Terra d’ Orro Winery. Pre-registration is $25 and ends June 23rd.
Day of the show registration is $35. Last year CCRC had 8-10 cars on display and we parked as
a group. The location; 20680 Shenandoah Drive, Plymouth, CA 95669.

July 16th - Classic Corvairs of River City has been invited back to the California State Fair from 9am to 7pm.
We will meet on Ethan Drive at the end of the cul-de-sac at 8am and be escorted into the parking
area outside the main entrance to the racetrack. And…..the ponies will be running! So circle your
calendar and be ready to attend another showing of our cars.
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Meeting Minutes
By Geoff Haeger - Secretary
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Upcoming Events
Birthdays
June 4
June 4
June 9
June 13
June 14
June 17
June 24
June 24
June 27
June 27

Mark Scott
Jim Van Nortwick
Susie Rodriguez
Jim Dal Bon
Gary Coats
Jan Scopesi
Ben Cousyn
Robert Moon
Elaine Dal Bon
Cody Hess

Corvair Resources (Online)
Q&A - www.corvaircenter.com
www.corvairforum.com
Parts - www.corvair.com (Clark’s)
www.californiacorvairparts.com
www.corvairunderground.com
www.rockauto.com
Sale - www.jaxed.com
Fun - www.youtube.com/user/davemotohead1

Your Comments
CORVAIR CHATTER Newsletter - Let us know if
there is something that you’d like to see in our
monthly newsletter. Email your thoughts to Jean,
jeancolegrove@comcast.net
CORVAIR CHATTER Newsletter - I don’t go to
club meetings because ________________.
Email your completed sentence
to Jean,
jeancolegrove@comcast.net
Club Activities - You may have some great ideas
for club activities. We want to hear them! Better
yet, we’d like you to participate in the planning of
your activity idea. Email your ideas to Bruce,
my95vette@yahoo.com

Volume 2017 Issue 5

May 2017

Page 4

Classified Section
Loran Polete has a number of Corvair parts and bodies
available for parting out or buying outright. Please call or
email to setup a time to see the items.
Loran Polete
530-312-8501
email; Ipolete@sbcglobal.net
My name is Cody Hess - son of CCRC member Mike Hess
- and, although I've relocated to Corvallis, Oregon, I thought
I'd let you all know that my 1961 Greenbrier is up for sale.
Since 2014, this Greenbrier has served as my daily driver
and adventure mobile. From Reno, Nevada (in winter), to
Bend, Oregon, it has run strong and dependably thanks to
regular maintenance. After 2 years of fun, it's time for me to
change things up. It has a 110hp, 1964 engine, a
Powerglide transmission (was converted from 4-speed),
and a year-old set of M+S Tires. Just recently I drove it
from Corvallis to the Oregon Coast and back with no
difficulty whatsoever. For photos and price, please click the
listing or check the CCRC website. If you (or someone you
know) are interested, and would like more information,
please get in touch.
Cheers,
Cody
1964 Corvair Monza 900 convertible with 4 speed transmission. The car has 95,000 miles and was
purchased new in 1963. The owner has 20 years of maintenance records and available for review. The car
runs and handles great but needs accessories repairs; heater/defroster and the passenger window is stuck
in the up position. The top, upholstery and body are in good condition and the car is rust free. It’s a
California car! The 110hp engine was rebuilt 10 years ago by Vair Mart in San Jose, CA. The braking
system has dual master cylinder with proportional braking function. The car can be inspected in Menlo Park,
CA and is listed on Corvair Trader at $9,000 OBO. Contact Dr. Bernard Ross, 650-688-7200 or email;
bross@exponent.com

WANTED:
66-69 Rear Grille - Looking for a nice, STRAIGHT rear grille for Charles. (Color doesn’t matter.) I’m seeking
only undented, unbent, uncut, not drilled, undamaged grilles. I already have a slightly tweaked one. Please
contact Chris Medeiros @ 916-992-3198 or cmedeiros@mac.com. Thanks.
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CORSA Chapters
Announcements
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Corvair History Notes
In the 47 years since the last one rolled off the line, the Chevrolet
Corvair still has a reputation. Even the most casual gearhead knows
about it: the air-cool, rear-engine, weird Chevy. The big failure, the
black-eye for America’s favorite brand, the deathtrap! Unsafe at Any Speed! The car that
was so dangerous, so horrible, it single-handedly launched Ralph Nader’s crusade against
the entire industry, and brought the wrath of the federal government crashing down upon the
American automobile. “Sure,” you might be thinking, “I know all about the Corvair.”
But chances are, you don’t. Because the Corvair myth is largely that: a myth. In reality, it
was the right car at the wrong time: a groundbreaking model that could’ve set Detroit on a
completely different path had it caught on, which it almost did. Besides, at the end of the
day, it wasn’t Nader that did it in, it was something much closer to home. Half a century on,
the Corvair is still the biggest gamble General Motors ever took on a single car, and for that
alone, it deserves its due.
Until the mid-’60s, the mantra for automotive safety began and ended with this: Don’t crash
your car. Bullet-shaped steering hubs, knife-edged steering fins, and temperamental bias-ply
tires weren’t a problem as long as you were a good driver that kept up with maintenance,
checked your tire pressure, kept alert on the road, and felt confident that you could get the
thing home after a few drinks. Detroit made cars for good drivers; bad drivers were the ones
who got into crashes, and adding “safety features” to a car implied that you may be the one
in a crash. Why would you need those? You aren’t a bad driver, are you?
So while Detroit’s general idea of safety hadn’t changed much since Ford decided to add
rear brakes to the Model A (the Blue Oval even had the gall to try pushing seat belts on their
’55 models — customers hated them), the Big Three had become aware of a new
phenomenon creeping into the market: imports. They seemed to be seeping in from the top
and bottom of the market: funny looking rear-engined offerings from companies called
Renault and Volkswagen were wooing budget-minded buyers at the low end, and the
country club set was beginning to pay attention to cars from Mercedes-Benz and Jaguar.
World War II was over, hundreds of thousands of Americans had been overseas, and jet
travel had suddenly made the world feel a lot smaller.
By the mid ’50s, it said something to be “Continental,” and have a bit of old-world flair.
Studebaker sold its Raymond Loewy-designed cars on their “long, low, European lines,” the
Chevy Corvette and Ford Thunderbird were designed to take on luxury grand tourers from
England, and Lincoln even named its Rolls-Royce-fighting coupe the Continental. It may
have been decades before the Big Three really felt the pressure from foreign makes, but the
smart guys in Detroit — and General Motors brass in particular — were shrewd enough to
realize these Europeans were onto something. They just thought they could do it better.
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Corvair History Notes
In 1956, Ed Cole had been promoted to chief engineer of the Chevrolet
division, largely because of his spearheading the development of the
Corvette and the wildly successful “Tri-Five” Chevys. Cole could see
that these rear-engine, air-cooled compacts from Europe were onto
something, and the economic recession of 1957-’58 showed the beginnings of a demand for
affordable, compact cars. As demand for them stayed strong, overall auto sales dropped
nearly 50%.
Cole had been interested in an air-cooled rear-engine, rear-wheel drive compact car since at
least 1955, but the old guard at General Motors had long been resistant to a compact, and
would likely blanch at something so revolutionary. After taking the reins at Chevy, Cole
continued to work on the project covertly, working with engineers from GM’s European Opel
and Australian Holden divisions as cover. The recession changed some important minds at
GM however, and by 1958, Cole’s running prototype (badged as a Holden) got the green
light for production as a 1960 model.
Dubbed the Corvair (a name taken from a 1954 Corvette fastback show car), Chevy’s
revolutionary compact was released to positive press on October 2, 1959. Starting at just
over $2,000 (around $16K today), it was the cheapest Chevy available, and radically
different from the competition’s new for ’60 subcompact offerings: the Ford Falcon and
Chrysler’s Valiant sub-brand. With an open, airy cabin, frontal trunk and fold-down rear seat
(standard on coupes, optional on sedans), great handling for the era, great fuel economy
(and estimated 20–25 miles per gallon), and an industry first air-cooled flat-six engine
(beating Porsche by several years), the Corvair was a lot more car than Volkswagen and
Renault could offer.
But buyer response wasn’t as expected; Americans were flocking to the more traditional,
slightly cheaper Falcon over the radical Chevy. As a response, Cole ordered a crash
program to field a more conventional compact (it would become the 1962 Chevy II Nova),
and scrambled to reposition the Corvair in the Chevy lineup. Just three months into
production, the Corvair was in trouble. Even in Chevy’s moment of panic, the Corvair wasn’t
exactly a failure. It won Motor Trend’s 1960 Car of the Year award, first year sales were a
respectable 250,000 cars, and by February 1960, Chevy had introduced the model that
would redeem the Corvair: the Monza. Available at dealerships in May, the Monza featured
bucket seats, a four speed manual transmission, a tuned engine putting out 95 horsepower,
and a long options list allowing buyers to personalize their cars. By 1961, over 50% of
Corvairs were sold with the $189 Monza package, and Chevrolet was selling over 330,000
of its rear-engine cars in ’61 and ’62.
TO BE CONTINUED IN JUNE 2017
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