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Message From the Club President

Corvair  ChatterCorvair  Chatter
C ar show 2018 season is in fu ll sw ing and C C R C attendance has been

a bit th in. R ecently the Lincoln C ar Show w as held on June 2nd and only
2 C orvairs from the club w ere present. L ikew ise at the Knights of

C olum bus June 9th show in Jackson had 1 C orvair.

C C R C has been invited to the State Fair on Friday, July 27th from
8:30am to 7pm . A flyer w as sent out in an em ail b last recently from

Jean C olegrove and I need a final count of m em bers w ho are planning
on attending. P lease let m e or C hris M edeiros know at th is m onth’s

m eeting. The count has to been turned in by July 4th. W e m ust have a
good turnout or w e m ay not be invited back in com ing years.

Also, a specia l invitation w as presented to the club by the Sacram ento

R iver C ats m inor league baseball team for July 29th. The event planner
for the team has asked for a display of C orvairs be set up outside the

stadium around 11:30am and prior to the start of the gam e, the cars
w ould then be driven around the inside the ball park on the dirt w arning
track. Then back out to the parking lot. The fee for th is event plus the

gam e is $28. I need to know by July 9th on w ho w ould like to go.

As alw ays, there are a few favorite show s that m em bers like to attend;
Antique Trove in R oseville on June 17, July 15th, August 12th and

Septem ber 16th. A lso, Auburn C ruise N ight on July 13th, August 10th
and Septem ber 14th.

In betw een all of these show s are C O R SA show s. This m onth, June 22

to June 24th is the C entra l C oast C orvair VairFest. O n Septem ber 8th is
the South C oast C orvair show in Los Angeles and the final C orvair

show on O ctober 26th to 28th is the Fan Belt Toss in Palm Springs.

I w ould appreciate it if m ore m em bers could look at their calendars and
see w hat show s they can attend to show off not only our cars, trucks

and van, but show a sense of pride in being a m em ber of th is club.

I w ill be out from June 22nd through July 2nd and I’ve asked C hris
M edeiros to handle th is m onth’s m eeting.

If you have any other ideas, suggestions or inquiries, p lease feel to
contact m e at; 916-600-4215 or em ail m e at; m y95vette@ yahoo.com

http://www.northern-california-corvairs.com/
mailto:my95vette@yahoo.com
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Car Shows for 2018

June
June 2 – Rods & Relics Show – Downtown Lincoln
June 8 – Auburn Cruise Night  – Auburn
June 9 – Knights of Columbus – Jackson 9am
June 17 – Antique Treasure Trove – Roseville
June 23 – River City Classic Car Show – Sacramento
June 23 – CCC Vairfest 2018 Car Show – Arroyo Grande

July
July 4 – Cru-Zin Car Show – Terra d’ Oro Winery
July 13 – Auburn Cruise Night – Auburn
July 14 – Auto for Alzheimer’s – Auburn Gold Country Fair Grounds
July 15 – Antique Treasure Trove - Roseville

August
August 7 to 11 – Hot August Nights– Reno
August 11 – Hot August Bites Show – Citrus Heights
August 12 – Antique Treasure Trove – Roseville

SAVE THE DATE   SAVE THE DATE   SAVE THE DATE   SAVE THE DATE

Our 2018 Christmas Party will be on Sunday, December 2, Sun City Club
House (it’s early to announce this, but we can avoid conflicts if everyone is
informed well in advance).

Be sure to check: corvairmeetup.com for additional listings of events



Meeting Minutes
By Bruce Leonard – Acting Secretary
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The M ay m eeting of C lassic C orvairs of R iver C ity w as called
to order by Bruce Leonard, President, at 6:58pm .

Bruce Leonard asked the 19 m em bers to introduce them selves and tell about their Vairs. N ew
m em bers; M ike and Kathleen Stone from Stockton jo in at the m eeting and announced they have 3 Vairs
they w ould like to donate to the club for parts and/or restoration.

H ow ard P ilon announced he w ill be out of com m ission due to surgery on this hands. A speedy recovery
to you, H ow ard.

W es N icholas, Treasurer, gave an brief overview of the club’s finances and announced w e have 57
m em bers. Bruce Leonard noted the M AD D representative w as not present to receive the club’s
donation. Bruce w ill present the check to M AD D at their Sacram ento office.

Locally, the Vernon Street show w as packed w ith cars, vendors and a band. The m onthly show w ill end
July 31st. P lus in Folsom , on the 3rd Thursday of the m onth, R eibe Auto parts has an event at their
location. The Auburn C ruise N ight for M ay had 3 m em bers in attendance slightly dow n from our average
of 5 cars.

This issue of selecting a new C ar Show D irector w as discussed again by Bruce Leonard and the
m em bers in attendance. S ince som e key m em bers w ere m issing from the m eeting, the nom inations for
th is position w ill be delayed until the June 27th m eeting and chaired by C hris M edeiros. P lease m ake
sure to be at th is m eeting.

The m eeting w as closed at 7:45pm .



Upcoming Events
July B irthdays

Jean C olegrove      July 7
D ee Sm irlis July 10

C arol R ohde           July 14
N aveed Lorestany July 22

M ike H ess               July 24

If you never see your b irthday lis ted, it could be m issing 
from  the roster. P lease let us know !

Corvair Resources (Online)
Q &A - w w w .corvaircenter.com

w w w .corvairforum .com
Parts - w w w .corvair.com (C lark’s)

w w w .californ iacorvairparts.com

w w w .m ikescorvairparts.com
w w w .rockauto.com

Sale - w w w .jaxed.com
w w w .corvairtrader.com (Parts &  Sales)

Fun - w w w .youtube.com /user/davem otohead1

Events – w w w .corvairm eetup.com (C A R  SH O W S A N N O U N C M EN TS FO R  2018 )

Your Comments
C O R VAIR C H ATTER N ew sletter - Let us know
if there is som ething that you’d like to see in our
m onthly new sletter. Em ail your thoughts to

Jean, jeancolegrove@ com cast.net

C lub Activ ities - You m ay have som e great ideas

for club activ ities. W e w ant to hear them ! Better
yet, w e’d like you to partic ipate in the planning of

your activ ity idea. Em ail your ideas to Bruce
Leonard at, m y95vette@ yahoo.com
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.

If you have any spare parts that you no longer need, w ant or care about, p lease let m e know  so I can post them
in our C lassified Section. The club has parts from  R itt R ittenhouse’s estate p lus donation parts from  an 2 other
source w ho restored C orvairs. These item s are for sale to C C R C  m em bers and other C O R SA C hapter m em bers. 
P lease contact W es N icholas, Leo Scopesi or B ruce Leonard for details.

If you have sold your car or your car parts, p lease let us know  so w e can rem ove the ads from  the new sletter 
and from  the w ebsite. 

If you’re looking for a Corvair, check out Corvair Trader.com or Corvair Owners Group to 
join and get free notices in your email Inbox. You can also sell items on the site as well.

Leslie Beardsley is selling her lovely 1960 C orvair. M ore inform ation to fo llow  but if you w ant to be the first to
See it and hear it run; better call her right aw ay. This car is a show  stopper and attention getter. Asking $10k obo.
You can see her car on; w w w .craigslistsacram ento.com – Auto &  Trucks – C orvair. A lso available on C orvair
T rader.com  and C orvair O w ners G roup.com  
P lease call Leslie at; 916-989-8525

It is  w ith deep sadness that the fo llow ing classified is being placed on behalf of G eoff H ager. This aw ard 
w inning 1963 John F itch C orvair Spyder Sprint is  up For Sale. This C orvair is  drop dead gorgeous w ith m any 
engine upgrades, body enhancem ents and kept in pristine condition.

P lease call G eoff at; 916-539-0718 for m ore inform ation and asking price.

http://www.craigslistsacramento.com/


Corvair Owner’s Stories
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R alph N ader published his auto-safety takedow n U nsafe at Any Speed over 51 years ago.

S ince then, the bestselling book has becom e synonym ous w ith national crash-protection
standards and G M ’s uncom m only dangerous (as N ader saw it) C hevrolet C orvair.

The notorious com pact car saw tw o generations of production from 1960 to 1969; it had
an air-cooled flat-s ix engine placed in the rear, rather than under the hood, w hich m ade it
susceptib le to spin-outs, and it lacked a sim ple roll-bar to protect passengers in the event of a flip .
Its single-piece steering colum n w ould im pale a driver upon im pact, N ader said.

But descriptions of its lethal design w ere overblow n. In 1972, the N ational H ighw ay Traffic Safety Adm inistration
issued a 134-page report c learing the C orvair of N ader’s accusations. (“The 1960–63 C orvair com pares
favorably w ith contem porary vehic les used in the tests ... and is at least as good as the perform ance of som e
contem porary vehic les both foreign and dom estic," it said.) G M also redesigned the suspension in 1965 m odels.
In recent years, the average prices for C orvairs from any year have reached an all-tim e high.

“W hat N ader did w as start an era during w hich there w as m ore aw areness of safety and the m anufacturers. The
product itself a lm ost becam e irre levant at that point,” said Tom Libby, an autom otive analyst for IH S. “The book
w as the m ajor pivot point for the industry.”

It’s d ifficu lt to find a group of ow ners as devoted to their chosen collectib le as those w ho love the C orvair. The
cars are in m ovies, at low -rider ra llies (they’re cheaper to buy and m odify than the m ore-popular Im palas), and in
Jay Leno’s garage.

“C orvair enthusiasts love their cars,” said Jonathan K linger, a spokesm an for H agerty, a M ichigan-based
com pany that insures collectib le and vintage cars. “Part of it is probably they have alw ays been in defense m ode,
having to expla in that the car isn 't as dangerous to the general public as it is m ade out to be, because the C orvair
is certa in ly not the death-trap that M r. N ader w as try ing to illustrate.”

In fact, N ader’s book contained just one chapter that discussed the C orvair. And num erous vehic les throughout
autom otive history w ere sim ilarly configured and potentia lly dangerous to drive. M ercedes-Benz, Volksw agen,
Porsche, and Trium ph used sim ilar sw ing-axel designs in their cars at the tim e.

And, thanks to the passage of decades of road tim e, C orvairs are better understood now than they ever have
been in the past.

“W hen they first cam e out, the service stations didn't know how to w ork on them and now after all th is tim e you've
got th is trem endous dedicated group of C orvair people, and any quirk the car m ay have is fu lly understood,”

K linger said. “They are a very easy vehic le to w ork on. That’s w hat m akes them beautifu l and fun to drive.”
C hevy m ade the first C orvairs as s im ple, four-door sedans (in 500 and 700 trim  levels) w ith a three-speed 
m anual transm ission that cam e standard. A  tw o-speed autom atic w as optional. Soon after, tw o-door coupe 
versions arrived, p lus a 900-series “M onza” edition that had sportier seats and a m ore ath letic, four-speed, 
m anual transm ission. By the end of its  run, the series included coupe, convertib le, sedan, and four-door station 
w agon body sty les, p lus even a van and pickup truck variant.
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Americans bought them as fun drivers that had a particular sty le behind the wheel,
because of their independent suspension and a rear engine configuration that was
unique for an American car. They cost well under $3,000 brand-new . They even earned
the nickname “the poor man’s Porsche.”

The Corvairs looked different from anything on the market at the tim e, too. They didn’t
have the pony-muscle curves and powerfu l V8 engine of the popular Mustang, and they
were smaller than the heavy, cruiser sedans that GM and Ford were making otherw ise. P lus, the turbo-
charged engines in later models and compact bodies made them seem faintly foreign, more like something
from Wolfsburg, Germany, than from Motown. There were valid complaints about the cars: The heating
system would sometim es leak noxious fumes into the cabin; the cars would leak oil like sieves; the tires were
often over inflated in order to compensate for dicey handling; and the polished metal dashboards would blind
drivers when the sun hit them . Those id iosyncrasies have failed to deter modern buyers.

“This is a wonderfu l road car,” Jay Leno said on his YouTube show about his ’66 Corvair Yenko Stinger. “A
lot of people put down the Corvair, but I consider it one of the 10 best General Motors cars of all tim e
because it was just so different from anything else they built. They really handle. They’re built n icely. They’re
a lot of fun.”

According to Hagerty, the average price of a m id-level Corvair in satisfactory and drivable condition today is
$6,600, w ith later models of the 500 line averaging closer to $9,700. Examples in m int condition can run to
$20,000 or even, very rarely, $30,000.

Values have leveled a bit in recent years, but K linger doesn’t expect a plunge. The best idea is to buy one,
work on it, have fun w ith it for a year or two, then sell it for as much or a little more than you paid for it.
Despite a slight d ip in value for earlier models, Corvairs made from 1965 to 1969 have risen nearly 12
percent in value, on average, since 2011. Corvairs from 1968 are up 23.78 percent over the same period,
w ith models from 1966 and 1967 up in value nearly as much.

More important, now is the tim e to buy. Car prices are generally higher in the spring, when people are
th inking of road trips and summer rallies; early autumn leaves many collectib le owners debating whether to
pack their v intage babies up for w inter or just sell them before the cold comes, in order to avoid the hassle
and expense of storage.

“For someone looking for a very reasonably priced collector vehic le a little different than what you typically
see, the Corvair is an excellent candidate,” K linger said. “It's not a vehic le that you would want to buy in
hopes of tremendous price appreciation, but it’s a fun, honest, s im ple collector car.”


